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Centennial Celebration

St Julian Winery plays key role in the success of Michigan's wine industry

By Dianna Stampfler
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Ing interest in winery tourism, Braganini
and his fellow winemakers founded the
Lake Michigan Shore Wine Trail in 2001. It
now features nearly 20 wineries and tast

ing rooms within a five-county area

In 2002, St Juhan made history by hir
ing the first female winemaker in Michi
gan. Nancie (Corum) Oxley began as a lab
manager and enologist, and became vice
president of winemaking in 2017. She has
significantly expanded St. Julian’s port
folio, both in terms of quantity and style
racking up more than 200 Best of Class
and Double Cold awards from some of the
nation’s most esteemed competitions

St. Julian is regarded as Michigan’s
most award-winning winery, with an ar-
ray of wines, sparkling juices, ciders, and
distilled spirits. It’s also the state’s oldest
craft distillery (operating since the late
1990s)

Following David’s death in 2016, his
brother, John, was named company presi
dent
ministration and their sons, Apollo and

John's wife, Sarah, works in ad
Dario, serve as vice president of sales and
outstate distribution, respectively. John
has since acquired controlling ownership
and restructured the company for growth
and expansion

St. Juhian is a third of the way through
a 10-year renovation of its Paw Paw pro
duction facility, which will provide the
capacity to compete in every aspect of the
industry and support growth goals of up
to 10 percent annually
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In addition to its St. Julian, Braganini

Reserve, and Coastline brands, the com
pany 1s expanding distribution of its For
bidden Fruits Ciders and distilled spirits
John and Sarah Braganini also own and
operate the winery’s Mountain Road es
tate vineyard in Coloma, where seven vi
nifera varietals are grown for small, pre-
mium-batch offerings

St. Julian produced more than 800,000
gallons of its own products in 2020
They're available at independent, con
venience, and chain stores, plus larger
accounts throughout Michigan and five
other states. The company operates tast
ing rooms in Paw Paw, Dundee, Franken
muth, Troy, Rockford, and Union Pier

In honor of its centennial, St. Julian is
releasing six limited editions of its 2019
Cabernet Sauvignon, each displaying
matching commemorative black labels
Just 20 cases of each will be available this
fall at its tasting rooms ($100 per bottle)
One-hundred wooden boxed sets of all six
wines ($499) can be purchased at a special
ticketed Centennial Release Experience in
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the Apollo Room in Paw Paw

The event will feature presenta
tions by the winemakers about the use of
barrels in the aging process and how dif
ferent cooperages impart the distinct flavor
profiles evident in this wine series. Guests
can meet the Braganini family and help
them celebrate the past 100 years, while
getting a firsthand look at their impressive
future plans

Special pairing dinners, tastings at the
Mountain Road vinevard, and events in
the new barrel cellar are in the works for

later this year =

PLANIT!
St. Julian Winery
Stjullan.com
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