From Farm
(and Vineyard) to Table

/ By Dianna Stampfler

WITH AN ESTABLISHED HISTORY in
sgriculinre and tourism; it's only natn-

ral Michigen woald proudly embrace an
l.'::p:n.dlnn Faodie® caltiure drmwn fom the
peblics desire to whet their appetite with
all that @ local

A growing namber of retail ouathets and restau-
rards arousd the state are fonging pastnenihigs
with bocal farmeers, growers snd coeatons of s
wide varioty of food and beversge prodocts-—
e jaens and ssnces and srtisanal chessis and
bireads to handorafted wines and microb rews,
und so prmch meore, Mich igan rehdewts and
visitoas alike are foeling the initiathoe, a5 they
seek out those establishments that reinforce
thr TJocad fra® philosophies.

Travel Michigan has taken an aggressie
step to showose colinary towrism destinations
arcand the state on s wward-winming website,
Michigan.ong—the catabyst for the Pure Michi-
an: bransding camipadgn.

A serdes of "Foodie Tours™ have been added
tothe wehgite, highlighiag mone than s dozen
roubes spresd throughoot the stete. Eschi route
idemasfies & varbaty of destinations, from wingr-
bt and brewieries to restaiarants erving up
locally infosed menus, lodging properties that
olfier farm-1o-table expearsencms such s cookiag
clasies, and other food-based destinations
Routes specific to Michigans four designated
winu frsils can aleo ba fousd online. Find ol
thiemar tours at Michigan org under “Things to
D™ and Foad Trips™

My local communities bave followed
suit, establishing tour routes throughout their
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region. Teavene City has takia great strides in
catnloging and promoting s culinery destina-
thons Ento self- pudded focdis trails just waiting
to be perianced. Grand Rapids bunched its
irst-ever Restsorant Wesk last Movemnber,
which kighlighted more than 50 anes sater-
jes. Tecamseh's “Taife Experienos” highlights
foodis destinations in &5 walkable downtown
district. Tour epeesiors—such &8 Leam Griat
Foods, Diining im the D, Culinary Escapes and
Tasty Morsel Culinsry Exoursions—have fousd
# nbche whea i cons o offeding guided tour
for mellect cithen with strong culisary offerings.

Uncommen Adventueis, batd is Ben-
e Connty; takes & recrationsl spprosch to
culinury toartsm—ofiertng both wine and crafi
bieer kayak trips in the Traverse City area. With
“Dining on the Fiy” anglers around Traverse
Cliry can, expbore the art of fly fshéng and then
endlthe dry with & bocally infimsed dinmer,
swrved riverside by the colisary team at the
Beoathouss Rastausant aad patred with wines
from Bowers Harbor Vineyards. Orver ot Thm-
der Bay Resort in Hillean, guests can enjoy o
heesa-dewwn carriage ride to view dk in the
wild, followed by a goarmet dinner— prepansd
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Thundss Bay Resort

on Entigae wood cook stoves—nd wing testing
{roen Stes ey Acre Winwey ia _.\]Fm:

An inecreasiang pamiber of festivals and events
spotlighting local asine cun be found in all
cormers of the Flate

“Farm-to-table® wine and beer dinners are
becoming popuoler st restaurants such as Sak of
ik Eurth in Fennvills, Trattoris Stells in Tra-
werss City, Mind Body & Spirits in Rochester
and Misdon Table cn Old Mission Peninsula

Thie W Marrioits Grand :E.lpid:l. PRI FAN,
s onesie tosk the e peariene & Btep further
withits “Speak to the Earth® tour with Trillium
Huaves Farm i Jenison. Participants eajoyed an
al Froco brunch net to the pestasrant’s Chefs
(Garden before hewding to the farm for a garden-
ing clas, eaar-guided 1o snd fandyayls af

Jresco hanch. A greup harvest wine dinner waz
hedd last fall. showoasing sstusnn’s bousty and
concluding the four-meonth program

Perterhouss Productions in Trowerse Ciy
b G that Noodie-based l:nll-hh—p.lln‘te
Incal wineries and brewerios with neartey
chiels ==direw big crowds to verses such s The
WVillige st Graad Trvine Commont, Grand
Trwvreree Besort and Clinch Park

Of courss, wine trail events sroand the state
oitieng to drew receed crovwds For thae soa-
sanal events. Of partioslar calinary node is the
Mac & Cheese Bale-Odf, which pairs wineries
and restsarants slong Obd Misslon Pentaoula for
a full dey of passion for pasta aad viao

Asibe ssoond most agricukurally diverse
stk inthe country, Michigan serves up the best
of all worlds—from the crchard, furmn asd vine-
yard, o the sheboes, table and glss. Bor appdtis’

Diarr Stampiler it o freclonce wriler and
president of Fromote Midvigan, an adogpen
dert mrarkating and comsulbgg b me

TASTY SITES FOR FOODIES

Traved Michifasn www, michigan ofg
Traversa City Foode Teurs

. bowisibed oo sal - guided fosfie
Laur Z%4

Experience Grand Rapuss
W, SIperiencegr.oom

Tecumush's Tetle Dvpriance
www, downlsmntscumssh com
Learn Greal Fooih

wmw, [sarngrealioods com
Darirg in he O

. dini sgiathed Lom

Culinany E4sapes

wwmw, Culdlin sy e capeEs Com

Tasty Morss! Culinary Cacursioens
www, Ll ymorisitoers com
Lincommon Adeeriyret

= mw, und e odady, com

Durirg aa the Fly

s diniegonibelly com

Sall ol e Esrth

wew. aaltoltheearidenmille. com
Trattona Seila wwe, slellslc.com
M Body & Spuits

waw, pil pdBady splvite com
Misicn Tabla wwm mitiiontakde sl
aix &g Al wew iloeeELE cem
Teillicas Huven Farm
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Forterhouse Productsora

www, porbarhou seproduct lons. com

Michigen Grape snd

Wine Incustry Councl

www, michigiswines com
Michigsn Brewsry Gudd

www, s chigaabreweriguildorg
inbernshiomnal Cuhnary

Tenstiarm Asseciafion

wuw. Food Trekiercom

i The Mictagan
Cuingsry Towrism
Allignce (MTTRY

1:- I8 8 padinefibig

L of the lichigan

Deparimend of Agriouturs snd Fural

Dievslapmant and B Michiges Grape snd
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Wins Indeitry Coundl, in cooparation with
e Wichigan Bestaursnt Associsbion and
Tirgwel Michigan MCTA ia the shabs chapled
ot Inbernationsl Culinary Towrizm
Assocrabion For moee on The MCTA snd ity
onporng imlistives, log ano
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www, michigarmmine com/sulisaryioanm
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