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Fostering the
family trees

Throughout the state, family-owned apple
farms await autumn’s arrival — generation
after generation. BY TAT ALEXANDER

WHEN IT COMES TO Michi-
gan’s agricultural hierar-
chy, apple 1s king.

Apples are Michigan’s largest
and most valuable fruit crop, with

7.5 million trees covering 37,000
acres on 950 family-run farms.

On a national scale, the state
ranks third in apple production,
with the most popular varieties
being Red and Golden Delicious,
Gala and the trendy Honeycrisp.

While the bulk of Michigan
apples harvested are processed
into other products — apple

sauce, fresh-cut slices, pie fill-
ing, apple cider — the appeal
of visiting a pick-your-own
orchard during prime apple-
time season helps keep these
farmers in business, generation after generation.

Case in point: A full year of centennial celebrating is taking place
this year at Robinette’s in Grand Rapids (www.robinettes.com).
While the 136-acre farm itself dates back to the 1870s when peaches
were the primary crop, Barzilla A. Robinette and his son, Edward
James, purchased it in 1911. Today, the third- and fourth-generation
legacy is a favorite year-round destination with a bakery, winery, gift
shop and recreational orchard trails, in additional to seasonal offer-
ings like the cider mill, wagon rides and corn maze.

At each of Michigan’s family orchards, there’s a story to be expe-
rienced. Learn more by logging onto MichiganApples.com. ~

Tai Alexander is a West Michigan-based freelance writer.
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